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retiring directors Sharon 

McQueen, John Gallagher, 

Nicole Neff, Barry Bousfield 

and Claude Daigle for their 

time and commitment to the 

Chamber and its member-

ship. 

The board discussed the pos-

sibility of rejoining the Ontario 

Chamber of Commerce, how-

ever with the tight economic 

times, the board could not 

recommend adding the $10 

per member onto our invoices 

for the 2010 year.  The board 

did allow for a cost of living 

increase which amounts to 

approximately a $2 increase 

to the base rate membership.    

Invoices will go out in Decem-

ber for the new year. 

The Chamber has made a 

request to MPP Monique 

Smith to host a seminar on 

HST for businesses, as we 

feel more clarification is   

required on how it will be 

implemented and the bene-

fits of the harmonization.   

Ms. Smith will be putting in    

a request to the Minister of 

Revenue to attend. 

The ballots for the 2010 

Board of Directors have been 

sent to all voting members.   

A reminder that voting will 

continue until this Thursday, 

November 19th at 5 pm.  

Results of the election will be 

made known at the 115th 

Annual AGM & Gala on Friday 

evening. 

President Sean Lawlor at-

tended the Canadian Cham-

ber of Commerce AGM in 

October and was pleased with 

their direction to develop an 

energy strategy for Canada.  

Information on their position 

paper is available at 

www.chamber.ca  

The executive of the Chamber 

has been discussing the retail 

operation that is located at 

the Chamber office/Tourist 

Information Centre.  An RFP 

will be issued shortly for 

qualified respondents that 

have retail experience to see 

if there is interest in assisting 

the Chamber in the Gift Shop 

for a one year trial period. 

The Chamber has struck an 

adhoc committee to review 

the Cityõs Hawkers and 

Peddlars licensing require-

ments.  If any member would 

like to provide comment, they 

should contact the Chamber 

office.  The purpose is to 

make recommendations that 

allows for clarification of the 

by-law. 

We will be contacting the 

school boards shortly to en-

sure that the information 

from our surveys is reviewed 

while the school boards make 

their decision on the school 

year start date for September 

2010.   

The Chamber will be provid-

ing input on the Northern 

Ontario Growth Plan and we 

encourage the public to at-

tend the upcoming meeting 

on December 2nd.  More de-

tails are on page 10 or you 

can visit the website at 

www.placestogrow.ca 

President Lawlor thanked the 

Board of Directors at the No-

vember board meeting for all 

their hard work during this 

challenging year for business.  

He especially wanted to thank 

F R O M  T H E  B O A R D . . .  
Business  

After Hours  
Mark your calendars! 

 
 

Thursday, 
November 26th, 2009 

4:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

 
Thursday,  

December 17, 2009 
4:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

In this issue: 
Growth Plan for Northern 

Ontario - Consultation 

Congratulations to the award 

winners at the Small Business 

Weekôs Evening of Excellence 

Training Subsidies for Em-

ployers looking to hire. 

ICT Strategies invitation 

Seeking nominations for 

Northern Ontario Business 

Forty Under Forty and       

Influential Women 

Volunteers needed for Annual 

Old Fashioned Christmas 

Walk 

Interested in hosting a BAH? 

Please circulate your  
newsletter to others in your 
companyé.remember your  
employees are members too  
and may want to take part in 

some of the events. 

The voice of business since 1894              www.northbaychamber.com 

    North Bay & District  

  Chamber of Commerce 
115 th Annual General Meeting & Gala  

      Friday, November 20
th

, 2009  

    B E S T  W E S T E R N  N O RT H  B A Y  

                 F E AT U R I N G   

See page 14 and 15 for details 
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2009 Board of Directors 
 

Executive: 

President Sean Lawlor 

Past President Mark King 

1st VP Derek Shogren 

2nd VP Ralph Celentano 

3rd VP John Strang 

Treasurer Rick Evans 

Executive Director Patti Carr 
 

Directors: 

Jim Boucher 

Barry Bousfield 

John Crescenzi 

Claude Daigle 

Joe Daniel 

David Dugas 

Charles Elliott 

John Gallagher 

Jake Lacourse 

Tricia Marshall 

Sharon McQueen 

Chris Minor 

Nicole Neff 

Tom Palangio 

Marc Paxton 

Erin Richmond 

Peter Rooney 

Jeff Serran 

Irene Smit 
 

 

 

Staff: 

Sue Adams, Executive Assistant 
 

Kim Kelly-Cyr, Membership 
 

Amy Bennett, Museum Director 
 

Carol Porter, Get Trained  

Workers - Nipissing Coordinator 
 

Keith Higman, Special Projects  

 

 

North Bay & District  

Chamber of Commerce 

P.O. Box 747, 1375 Seymour St. 

North Bay, ON P1B 8J8 

Tel: 472-8480  Fax: 472-8027 
E-mail: nbcc@northbaychamber.com 

Website: www.northbaychamber.com 

 

 

CHAMBER NEWS  

is a publication of the North   

Bay and District Chamber of 

Commerce.  Advertisements   

and the views expressed herein 

are not necessarily endorsed      

by the Chamber, its Board of 

Directors, staff or its            

membership. 

  keep your membership and pay  

  your premiums on time, your group  

  has benefits. You're in control! 

 

Great Rates 

The Chambers Plan pools your claims with 

other participants. Pooling gives you a   

financial buffer, a practical way of keeping 

premiums stable, even if your firm's claims 

fluctuate. With pooling, premiums for 

some Chambers Plan benefits haven't 

changed for more than a decade. 

 

Unbeatable Service 

Your Chambers Plan Advisor and the    

Service Centre can provide answers when 

you need them. You and your employees 

can call or fax us toll free, or use the    

internet. And if you're waiting for a dental 

or health claim, our standard is a 48 hour 

turnaround. 

Plan Strengths 

Whether you're a solo entrepreneur, home-

based business or part of a larger firm, 

benefits are a very important part of your 

financial security. The Chambers Plan lays 

a solid foundation for that security, based 

on a benefit program designed specifically 

for you and your company! 

 

Participation is Easy 

All it takes is membership in a participat-

ing Chamber of Commerce or Board of 

Trade. Then your for-profit business, in 

any industry, is eligible for coverage. 

 

Guaranteed Renewable 

Once your benefit plan is in place, if you   

Many community 

business people, 

friends and staff 

joined in for the  

official grand     

opening, held  

October 7, 2009,      

of the Hampton Inn 

by Hilton North Bay.  

 

In the picture at left 

were:  Jimmy Kolios, 

Mayor Vic Fedeli, 

Peter Nykilchuk,   

and Darko Vranich, 

all assisting with 

cutting the ribbon    

to celebrate the        

occasion. 

 

  Business  

After Hours  
 

The Chamber is now accepting applications for hosting      

Business After Hours in 2010.  If you are interested and    

would like more details, call Kim at 472 -8480 or email          

her at kim@northbaychamber.com  

 

Interested in hosting a 
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 Calling the Chamber office at 472-8480 or email patricia@northbaychamber.com 



Page 5 C H A M B E R  N E W S 



Page 6 N O R T H  B A Y  A N D  D I S T R I C T  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E 


